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NM. B. AS . in tranſcrihing this Diſcourſe, 
was obliged, in home places, to depend upon his memory, 
the hearers will excuſe the few variations they may * 
pen to diſcover, 
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ECCLESIASTES xl 11. 
The words of the wiſe are as goads. 


OLOMON was a man of ſuperior 
E, wiſdom, which he diſplayed in the 
beginning of his reign, as a Prince; 
and in the cloſe, of his reign, as a 
WJ Preacher. Having paſſed through 
a great variety of ſcenes, and col- 
lefted a large ſtock of uſeful knowledge, he was emi- 
nently qualified to preach upon the vanity of the 
world and the importance of religion, with peculiar 
pungency. This diſtinguiſhing quality, which diſcov- 
ers the ſtrength and clearneſs of his mind, and char- 
| atteriſes all his writings, juſtly: entitles him to the 
| higheſt rank among the ſacred Teachers. Accord- 
ingly, Ezra, or ſome other inſpired writer, tells us, 
that he not only “ taught the people knowledge; “ 


= taught them, with ſo mych force and pungEncy, 
that 
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that © his words were as goads, or nails faſtened” by | 
thoſe prophets, or & maſters of aſſemblies,” who re- 


ceived their ſentiments and language from the im. 
mediate inſpiration of the © chief Shepherd and 
Biſhop of ſouls.” Though none, who are deſtitute of 
the wiſdom of Solomon, can expe to reach his ſu- 
— e excellency in pręaching; yet every wiſe 

iniſter will imitate his noble example, and endeavor 
tq penetrate and impreſs the minds of his bearers, 
And to illuſtrate this general obſervation, I-ſhall, - 

I. Show that every wiſe Preacher will aim to im- 
preſs the minds of his hearers, and, 
III. Show how he will preach, in wy to, attain 
this defirable objeRt. 1 

I. I am to ſhow, that a wiſe Proagker wil aim to 
iiaprels the minds of his hearers. 

By a wiſe Preacher, we mean one who reſembles 
the royal Preacher, in ſome of his moſt amiable and 


_ diſtinguiſhing qualities. Solomon was a man of ge- 


nius, of learning, and of piety. He underſtood the 
nature and tendency of all ſenſible objects. He was 
thoroughly acquainted with human pature. He knew 
the feelings of all men, under all circumſtances and 
conditions of life, He knew the various ſprings of hu- 
man action, and the various ayenues to the human heart. 

In a word, he knew every thing neceſſary to pene- 
trate and impreſs the minds of both ſaints and ſinners. 
Theſe excellent miniſterial qualifications, which adorn- 
ed and diſtinguiſhed the royal Preacher, in ſome 


meaſure, adorn and diſtinguiſh all who axe wiſe to 


win ſouls. They have the ſame kinds of knowledge, 
fhough not in the ſame degree. Hence, we may pre- 
ſume 
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ſame that all wiſe Preachers will aim to penetrate and 
impreſs the minds of their hearers. But this will 
more fully appear, if we conſider, | | 
1. Every wiſe Preacher knows, that unleſs he im- 
preſſes the minds of his hearers, he can do them no 
good, by his preaching. Hearers muſt feel what they 
hear, or what they hear will be like ſounding brals, 
or a tinkling cymbal. That diſcourſe, which fails of 
penetrating the mind, immediately vaniſhes, without 
producing any deſirable or permanent effect. It is like 
water ſpilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered 


up. The principal deſign of the Preacher is loſt 


upon the hearer, unleſs he makes the hearer feel the 


truth and weight of what he delivers. The wife 
Preacher, therefore, always means to penetrate. the 


minds of thaſe to whom he ſpeaks. He no farther 


regards their eyes, or their ears, than only, by theſe ave- 
nues, to convey the truth to their minds, where he 
means to make the deepeſt impreſſion, and produce 
| the greateſt effect. 

2. Every wile Preacher knows, that his hearers 
will not feel the truth and importance of what he 
fays, unleſs he makes them feel it. Hearers look up- 
on it as the part of the Preacher to make them feel. 
They mean to be paſſive in hearing, unleſs he makes 


them afive. If he appears indifferent about their 


feeling, they think they may be equally indifferent 
about it. They never mean to invite him to ſpeak, 
but intend that he ſhall invite them to hear. They 


never mean to warm his mind, but expect that he 


* 000m theirs. This natural dulneſs and dead- 
peſs of bearers, the viſe Preacher knows he muſt en- 
counter 


% 
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counter and overeome, in his preaching. And, there. 
fore, he is ſenſible, that ke muſt move, before they 
will move; that he mult feel, before they will feel; 
that he muſt ſeek his end, before he can poſſibly at- 
tain it. Accordingly, he always endeavors, if poſſi. 
ble, to penetrate and impreſs the minds of his hear- 
ers. This leads us to ſhow, - 

II. How he will preach, in order to attain this de. 

ſirable object. 
When any perſon propoſes a certain end, the end, 
which he propoſes, naturally ſuggeſts the proper 
means to accompliſh it. This holds with reſpett to 
a wiſe Preacher, who makes it his object to penetrate 
and impreſs the minds of his hearers. For, 

1. This end will naturally lead him to uſe the 
moſt proper ſtyle in preaching. He will - chooſe the 
beſt words, and place them in the beſt order, to en- 
lighten the mind and affect the heart. When any 
perſon means to impreſs the mind of another, his de- 
ſign always dictates a natural ſtyle, which is the moſt 
intelligible and the moſt forcible. The general, who 
means to be heard and regarded, ſpeaks the language 
of authority, And the beggar, who means to be 
heard and pitied, ſpeaks the language of diſtreſs. 
They both ſpeak in the words, in which their thoughts 
and feelings are conceived ; and, therefore, they 
both ſpeak the ſpontaneous language of nature, wm 
all underſtand and moſt ſenſibly feel. 

The Preacher, like every other perſon, always 
thinks in words; and the words, in which he thinks 
upon his ſubjeRts, are the words to be uſed in his diſ- 


courſes. Could our thoughts drop. from our pens, Or 
from 


/ 
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fram our lips, in the very words in which they firſt: 
riſe in our minds, we ſhould write and ſpeak in the 
moſt eaſy, natural, and forcible. manner. We often 
loſe the energy of our thoughts and feelings, by try- 
ing to expreſs them in the language of art, inſtead of 
the language of nature. Why do we find it ſo diffi- 
cult to deſcribe our paſt feelings, in the view of a 
great, or terrible, or ſublime object? The principal 
reaſon is; we have loſt our feelings, and, of conſequence, 
the proper language to deſcribe them. The Prophets 
and Apoſtles teach us the force of unpremeditated ex- 
preſſions. They took no thought what they ſhould 
ſay or write ; but received both their ideas and 
words from divine inſpiration. © Aecordingly, we find 
no language ſo eaſy, fo natural, ſo ſublime, or ſo 
forcible as theirs. Their. words are as goads, quick 
and powerful, ſharper than a two-edged ſword. When 
any perſon ſpeaks as he thinks and feels, he ſpeaks 
the- language of nature, which is always underſtood 
and always felt. A bare exclamation will often con- 
vey more determinate ideas, and make a deeper impteſ- 
ſion, than the moſt neat and well turned period. The 
wiſe Preacher, therefore, who means to penetrate and 
impreſs the minds of his hearers, will uſe a natural, 
plain; penetrating language, which all can ungcrfiands | 
and which all muy feel. 
2. His deſign to penetrate and impreſs the * | 
of his hearers, will lead him to exhibit great and in- 
tereſting truths, All truths, whether agreeable or diſ- 
agreable, affect and impreſs the mind, in proportion 
to their magnitude. The wiſe Preacher, therefore, 
will always exhibit thaſe truths, which are either great 
| in 
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in themſelves, or great in their connection. The 
aſſociation of ideas is extremely intimate, and ex- 
tremely forcible. The moſt trivial object may be 
placed in ſuch a connettion, and ſet in ſuch a light, 
as to appear and feel very weighty and important. 
The flying of a ſparrow, or the falling of an hair, con- 
ſidered as the object of the divine attention and gov- 
ernment, becomes greatly intereſting. The inſpired 
writers mention ſome of the ſmalleſt and meaneſt ob- 
JeQts in nature. They ſpeak of worms, and flies, and 
frogs, and ſerpents ; but they ſpeak of them as the 

ſervants of God and miniſters of his vengeance, which 
gives them real magnitude and importance. All the 
writings of Solomon abound with obſervations on 
common and familiar objects, which are placed in a 
ſtriking and intereſting light. He repreſents all the 
ſcenes, concerns, and objects of time, in ſuch a near 
and inſeparable connection with death, judgment, 
and eternity, that they all appear unſpeakably inter- 


- eſting to the higheſt as well as to the loweſt of man- 


kind. This is the method, which every wiſe Preach- 
er will employ, to impreſs the minds of his hearers, 
He will exhibit :ſuch truths, as, either by their own 
weight, or by their natural conneQtion, will find the 
neareſt way to the human heart. He will bring 
much of the character, perfections, and defigns of 
God into his public diſcourſes. He will preach 
Chriſt in the greatneſs of his nature, and in the glory 
and grace of his mediatorial character and works. He 
will exhibit man in the dignity of his nature, and in 
the importance of his deſtination. And he vill un- 


fold the ſcenes of a general judgment, and of a bound- 
| leſs 
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leſs eternity, in their own native awful ſolemnity. 
Now, the truth reſpecting every being, and every 
ereature, and every object, in ſuch a ſerious connec- 
tion, is . infinitely important. The wiſe Preacher, 
therefore, who has an inſtinftive diſcernment of the 
nature and conneQion of all divine truths, * whether 
great or ſmall, will always preach ſomething, which 
is veighty and intereſting, and which will naturally 
lead to penetrate and impreſs the minds of his hear- 
ers. | | 4 
3. For the ſame purpoſe, he will explain divine 
truths, and deſcribe divine objects. A Miniſter may 
_ preach about divine truths, and about divine objetts, 
without explaining the former, or deſcribing ! the lat- 

r. But preaching about any truth, or any objet, 
is cold and unintereſting. It may, perhaps, gratify the 
ear, or pleaſe the imagination, but itwill never enlighten 
the underſtanding, awaken the conſcience, or raiſe 
the affeftions. To make objects affecting, they muſt 
be deſcribed ; and to make divine truths intereſting, 
they muſt be explained: The wiſe Preacher, therefore, 
will not barely preach about the petfeftions, about the 
commands, about the purpoſes, or about the agency 
of God ; but he will explain theſe. truths, and en- 
deavor to make his hearers underſtand and feel them, 
in their nature, connettion, and importance. He 
will not barely preach about heaven, and about hell; 
but he will deſcribe the ſtate of the bgſſed, and the 
ſtate of the damned, in the moſt clear, and, ſtriking 
contraſt. He will not barely preach about ſaints, and abou 
finners ; but he will deſcribe the ebaracter of the ſaint, 


and the charatter of the ſinner, and trace thefe two op- 
B | polite 
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poſite characters in all their various appearances and 
attitudes. He vill deſcribe the feelings of the ſaint 
in light and darkneſs, in hope and fear, in joy and 
ſorrow, in a growing and in a declining ſtate. And, 
with equal plainneſs, he will deſcribe the feelings of 
the ſinner in proſperity and adyerſity, under awaken- 
ings and convictions, and in the very act of turning 


to God, and embracing the goſpel. He vill tell eve- 


ry hearer how he has felt, and how he ſtill feels, He 
will enter into every boſom, and ſearch the moſt ſe- 
cret corners of every heart. And this will make 
his words as goads, or nails, which faſten and clinch 
upon every mind. 

The hearer always feels, when the preacher hits 
him ; and he always hits him, when he deſcribes his 
character. Elijah often deſcribed Ahab, and Ahab 
felt the deſcription ; and therefore he ſaid, Haſt 
thou found me, O mine enemy?“ The Jews felt the 
preaching of Chriſt, which deſcribed their characters 
and pierced them to'the heart. There is always a 
peculiar pungency in that preaching, which explains 
divine truths, deſcribes divine objects, and diſtin- 
guiſhes human charatters. 

4- The wiſe Preacher, who intends to impreſs the 
minds of hts hearers, will arrange divine truths, and 
exhabit divine objects, in ſuch an order, as to reach 
every power and faculty of the foul, in its proper 
turn. The underftanding is the inlet to the other 
powers of the mind. No objects or truths can im- 
preſs the mind, unleſs they are firſt perceived by the 
underſtanding. The wiſe Preacher, therefore, will 
addreſs the underſtanding before the conſcience, and 

the 
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che conſcience before the heart. This is the ordert 
of nature, and this order muſt be obſerved, to make 
the deepeſt impreſſion on the human mind. When 
the underſtanding is informed, and the conſcience 
awakened, then the affections may be raiſed as high 


as poſſible. There is no danger of raiſing the affec- 


tions too high, by the exhibition of truth, though there 
is nothing elſe that can raiſe them higher. The ſim- 
ple truth reſpecting God, and Chriſt, and heaven, 
and hell, will raiſe the love, and gratitude, and joy 
of ſaints to the higheſt pitch. And the ſame ſimple 
truth, reſpecting the ſame great and glorious objects, 
will raife the enmity, and fear, and diſtreſs of ſinners 
to the higheſt degree. Inſtruction ſhould always go 
before declamation. It can anſwer no valuable 
purpoſe, to inflame the paſſions, before light is thrown 
into the underſtanding and conſcience; ; but rather 
ſerve, on the other hand, to produce the moſt fatal 
effects. Many ſouls, no doubt, have been deſtroyed 
by this mode of preaching. To raiſe the fears, and 
then the hopes of ſinners, without exhibiting a proper 
portion of divine truth, only ſerves to make them 
build upon the ſand, and to fill them with a moment- 
ary joy, which muſt end in everlaſting ſorrow. The 
wiſe Preacher, therefore, will inſtruct in order to af. 
fett, and enlighten in order to inflame. 

5- The wiſe Preacher, who means to impreſs the 
minds of his hearers, will always apply his diſcourſe, 
according to their particular characters. What be- 
longs to ſaints, he will apply to ſaints ; and what be- 
longs to ſinners, he will apply to ſinners, He will 
not leave it to his hearers to apply his diſeourſes, but 

Lb 
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he will apply them himſelf, and in ſuch a manner too, 
that each individual ſhall receive a proper portion of 
divine truth. He will not only make the general 
diſtinction between ſaints and ſinners, but the par- 
ticular diſtinction between the various individuals of 
each of theſe two daſſes of men. There are both 
ſaints and ſinners, of various characters and condi- 
tions. There is nothing will affect a ſaint, like a par- 
ticular application of divine truth to his own particu- 
lar caſe. All truths will not equally apply to all ſaints. 
Some truths more properly apply to the negligent 
faint ; ſome to the backſliding ſaint; ſome to tle 
mourning faint ; and ſame to the growing and rejoic- 
ing faint. And in order to impreſs the minds of 
faints, of ſuch various characters and conditions, the 
Preacher muſt apply divine truths according to their 
various and particular caſes. - On the other hand, in 
order to impreſs the minds of ſinners, a particular 
application of divine truths to their particular char- 
aters, is equally neceſſary. Some truths muſt be 
applied to profane finners ; ſome to ſceptical ſinners; 
ſome to moral finners ; ſome to ſelfrighięous ſinners; 
and ſome to awakened and convinced ſinners. 
The Bible abounds with particular applications to 
particular characters; and it is this which renders it 
ſo penetrating and conyincing to every claſs of read- 


ers. Almoſt every promiſe and threatening is dirett- | 


ed to a correſpondent character. The faint is deſcrib- 


| ed, who is comforted ; and the ſinner is deſcribed, 
who is condemned. No ſaint can apply any ſcrip- 


ture promiſe to himſelf, without finding in himſelf the 


ſcripturegcharaQter, to which the promiſe is made. 


Who 
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Who can apply the promiſes in the fiſth of Matthew 
to himſelf, without knowing his own particular char- 
acter? None but the pure in heart, can apply the 
promiſe to ſuch. None but thoſe who mourn, can 
apply the promiſe to ſuch. None but the meek, can 
apply the promiſe to ſuch. None but thoſe who' Hun- 
ger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, can apply the prom- 
iſe to ſuch. None but the merciful, can apply the 
promiſe to ſuch. And none but peace makers, can 
apply the promiſe to ſuch,, When theſe, ar any other 
promiſes in the Bible, are applied to their correſpond- 
ent characters, ſaints will feel their force, and derive 
light and comfort from them: But when they are 
miſapplied, they comfort thoſe who ought to be made 
ſad ; and make ſad thoſe who ought to be comforted. 
So, on the other hand, a ſinner will feel the force of 
no threatening; unleſs it correſpouds to his own partic- 
ular character. The threatening to the, hypocrite 
comforts rather than convinces the prolligate {inner ; 
and the threatening to the prolligate ſinner comforts 
rather than convinces the moral aud ſelfrighteous 
inner. In ſhort, no finger will feel the force of 
the Preacher, -until he applies that particular truth to 
him, which correſponds to. his particular chaxaQter. 
But when any truth is applied to any ſinner, which 
correſponds to bis particular character, he will keen- 
ly feel its irreſiſtible energy. When the Preacher 
deſcribes and condemns. his particular courſe of. ſin- 
ning ; or deſcribes and deſtroys his particular ground 
of confidence, he will feel his words to be goads, and 
nails, and ſpears to his foul. No inner can help 
feeling thoſe truths, which condemn his 2 
and 
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and deſtroy. his hopes. Whatever truth faſtens guilt 
upon the ſinner, deſtroys his hopes; and whatever 
deſtroys his hopes, deſtroys his foundation ; and 
when his foundation is deſtroyed, he muſt fall. Fe- 
lix trembled, when Paul applied the truth to his par- 
ticular charatter. Paul himſelf loſt all his hopes, by 
a particular application of a particular precept. Fhe 
promiſing young man was filled with grief and de- 
ſpair, by the particular injunction of a particular du- 
ty. And three thouſand ſouls, on the day of Pen- 
_ tecoſt, were ſtruck under deep convittion, by the 

particular application of divine truth to their partic- 
ular characters. The wiſe Preacher, therefore, who 
means to penetrate and impreſs the minds of his hear- 
ers, will be very particular in the application of his 
diſcourſes. He will handle the ſword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God, with {kill and dexterity, and 
ſtrike every hearer in the moſt tender and vulnera- 
ble part. This is the moſt difficult, but yet the moſt 
important point in preaching. * Whoever attains this 
art, will be a powerful and pungent Preacher. His 
words will be like goads and nails, which will wound, 
if they do not heal; and which will deſtroy, if they 
do not ſave, every hearer. 1150 4 

IMPROVEMENT. 
| | | | 

1. WE learn from what has been ſaid, the impor- 
tance of Miniſters' being good men. Piety is neceſſary, 
both to diſpoſe and enable them to penetrate and 
impreſs minds of their hearers. Men of piety 


know re about the human heart than others. 
| They 
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They know the views, and deſires, and hopes, and reſuges 


of ſinners, under all circumſtances. This enables 
them to direct the fword of the Spirit to their molt 
tender and defenceleſs parts. They know how to 
ſtrike at the foundation of their falſe hopes. They 
know their haunting places, and are able, by the 
proper exerciſe of ſpiritual weapons, to deſtroy their 


ſtrong holds, bring down their high thoughts, and lay 


them defenceleſs before God and Dor own con- 
ſciences. 
And with reſpelt to fin they have a ſclow-ſcel- 


ing with them, and know how to comfort, quicken, 


animate, and dire& them through all their outward 
and inward. conflicts and enjoyments. This experi- 


mental acquaintance with the human heart is the beſt 


qualification for a plain, ſearching, pungent Preacher. 

And it is this only, which will diſpoſe a man to 
preach plainly and faithfully. Many Preachers, we 
have reaſon to fear, daub with untempered mortar, 
and propheſy ſmooth things, becauſe they are afraid 


of offending their people, by a plain and pungent ap- 


plication of divine truth to their hearts and con- 
ſciences. But ſupreme love to God, and a tender 
concern for the good of ſouls, takes away this fear of 
man, and emboldens a Miniſter to exhibit and apply 
divine truths, in the molt plain and pungent manner. 
2: We learn from what has been ſaid, the impor- 
tance of Miniſters giving themſelves wholly to their 
work. If they mean to penetrate and impreſs the 
minds of their hearers, they mult exhibit, in the 
courſe of their preaching, a rich variety of divine 
truths. But they will ſoon loſe a varietys and fall 
9 into 
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into a ſameneſs, in preathing, unleſs they. conſtantly 
improve their minds in the knowledge of the doc: 
trines and duties of religion, by reading, meditation, 
and prayer. They muſt teach themſelves, if they 
would teach their people. They muſt grow in 
knowledge, if they would feed their people with 
knowledge and underſtanding. They muſt warm 
their own hearts with divine truth, if they would warm 
the hearts of their hearers. They muſt converſe 
much with inviſible and divine objefts, if they would 
impreſs the minds of their hearers with a clear and real- 
izing ſenſe of eternal realities. A Preacher always 
carries his habitual views and feelings into the pulpit. 
If he negletts his proper buſineſs, and purſues the 
common concerns of life, he will Joſe that holy fire 
and pathos, which is abſolutely neceſſary to penctrate 
and impreſs the minds of men. 
3. We learn from what has been ſaid, the mannet, 
in which a Miniſter ſhould appear and ſpeak#n the 
pulpit. His voice, his looks, his geſtures, and his 
whole deportment, ſhould be wholly governed by 
his ultimate end, which is to penetrate and impreſs 
the minds of his hearers. This is an infallible guide, 
For while he means to penetrate and impreſs the 
minds of his audience, he will neceſſarily avoid every 
unnatural tone, unmeaning expreſſion, and infigmh- 
cant action. White he means to be natural, he will be 
natural. While he means to be fignificant, he will be ſig- 
niſicant. While he means to impreſs, he will impreſs. 
While he aims at the underſtanding, he will penctrate the 
e Db] While he aims at the conſcience, he 


will penctrate the conſcience, While he aims at the 
| | hearty 


heart, he will penetrate the heart. The Preacher 
always diſcovers his ultimate aim to every diſcerning 
hearer. His tone, his air, his attitude is always cor- 
reſpondent to the impreſſion, which he means to 
make. If he means to attract the eyes of the con- 
gregation, his deportment will proclaim it. If he 
means to pleaſe the imagination, and gain the eſteem . 
and applauſe of his hearers, his voice, his counte- 
nance, his language, andall his attitudes will diſcoyerit. 
Or if he means to promote the inſtruttion, convic- 
tion, and edification of his people, he will practically 
tell them ſo, by the manner, as well as matter, of his 
preaching. 

4. We learn from what has been ſaid, that it is not 
very material, whether a Miniſter preaches with notes, 
or without. If he aims to impreſs the minds of his 
hearers, he may attain his end, by either of theſe 
modes of preaching. If he writes and reads his ſer- 
mons, he may have as good ſentiments, as good lan- 
guage, and as good feelings, as if he preaches extem- 
pore, without ſtudy, or premeditation. And if his 
diſcourſes are filled with important ſentiments, which 
are arranged in proper order, expreſſed in propet 
terms, and delivered with proper feelings, they can 
never fail of being pungent. It is true, he may ſome- 
times preach better, if he does not write and read his 
ſermons, than if he does. But yet, it is equally true, 
that he may ſometimes preach not half ſo well with- 
out, as with writing and reading. Extempore dif- 
courſes often have more heat, but leſs light, than 
written ones. It is difficult, on the whole, to deter- 


mine, which of theſe modes of preaching has the moſt 
0 "a advantages, 
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18 
advantages, and the feweſt diſadvantages. This muſt 
principally turn upon the peculiar taſte of the hear- 
ers, and the peculiar talents of the Preacher, who 
ought to be well acquainted with theſe two points, 
and to govern his condutt accordingly. 

g. We learn from what has been ſaid, the great 
abſurdity of thoſe Miniſters, who ftudiouſly avoid 
penetrating and impreſſing the minds of their hearers. 
Preachers in general are ſo well acquainted with hu- 
man nature, and the great defign of preaching, that 
they are capable of conſtrufting and delivering their 
diſcourſes in ſuch a manner, as can ſcarcely fail of 
reaching the hearts and conſciences of men. But 
many ſeem to be afraid of producing this effeR, and 
accordingly take pains to avoid it. They mean to 
pleaſe, rather than to penetrate, the minds of their 
hearers. And to accompliſh this abſurd and perni- 
cious purpoſe, they make uſe of various means. 

One is, to preach in a ſtyle above the compre- 
henſion of their hearers. This is a fault, from which 
the moſt plain and pungent Preachers are not whol- 
ly free. No Minifter, perhaps, can always think of 
thoſe words and phraſes, which are level to the mean- 
eſt capacity, and which ought always to be choſen, 
in explaining and inculcating the great and intereſt- 
ing truths of the goſpel. One of the greateſt maſters 
of the Engliſh Language, in his advice to a young 


Clergyman, ' obſerves, that a plain and eaſy ſtyle, 


which 1s mtelligible to the loweſt claſs of hearers, is 
proper for the pulpit, and may be uſed before the 
moſt learned and polite aſſembly. But ſome Preach- 
ers appear to chooſe a ſtyle, which buries their ideas, 

and 


19 


and, of courſe, conceals their meaning from the under - 
ſtanding of their hearers. This takes off the whole 
force and pungency of divine truth, and is a groſs, 
perverſion of the great end of preaching. The words 
of the wiſe are as goads, but the words of the un- 
wile are ſmoother than oil. 

Another way, to prevent divine truth from —- 
a too penetrating and painful impreſſion upon the 
minds of men, is, to deliver it with a certain ealy, 
graceful negligence. ; This mode of ſpeaking is ex- 
tremely agreeable to people in general, becauſe it 
flatters them with the idea, that it is-of very. little 
importance, whether they believe, or diſbelieve the 
doctrines of the goſpel, or whether they perform or 
neglect the duties of religion. And fo long as the 
Preacher conveys this idea, and, by his own eaſe and 
negligence, indulges theirs, he completely gratilics 
their deſire of Hearing, and prevents their ſear . of 
feeling, divine truths. People love to hear, but they 
hate to feel ; and therefore they admire thoſe Minil- 
ters, who preach as though they preached not; and 
give them leave to hear as though they heard not. 
Accordingly, ſome Preachers ſeem to. be very ſond 
of acquiring this mode of ſpeaking, which will pleaſe 
their hearers, without diſturbing their conſciences. 

Another way, which anſwers the ſame purpoſe, i is 
to preach ſmooth things, and ſilently paſs over the 
more penetrating and diſagreeable truths of the gol- 2 
pel. Some Miniſters ſeem to take peculiar pains to 
avoid faying any thing about the character of God, 
the decrees of, God, the ſoyereiguty of Cod, the 
agency of God P24 the hearts * men, the charakter 
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20 
of men by nature, and the immediate duty of all to 


yield unfeigned obedience, and unconditional. ſub- 


miſſion, to their great Creator. They ſtudiouſly 
avoid mentioning theſe truths, not becauſe they are 
ignorant of their nature and tendency, but becauſe 
they wiſh not to penetrate and 1 the minds of 
their hearers. 

And leſt their ſmooth ayle, and ſmooth delivery, 
and ſmooth ſentiments, ſhould not effectually prevent 
the painful feelings of their hearers, they wholly omit 
the application of their diſcourſes. They take pains 
not to disfigure their ſermons, by the obſolete modes 
and phraſes, of dottrines, diviſions, uſes, or inferences. 
They throw their ſentiments together, in ſuch a 
looſe and deſultory manner, that their diſcourſes 
neither require, nor admit, a particular application to 
particular characters. This totally prevents their 
heerers from perceiving the connection, and feeling 
the force of the few truths, which they actually de- 
liver. eee, | 
Theſe are modes of preaching, which many employ, 
and which, we preſume, none can Juſtify. Solomon 
and Chriſt, the Prophets and Apoſtles meant to pene- 
trate and impreſs the minds of their hearers,-and, by 


the manifeſtation of the truth, to commend themſelves 


to every man's conſcience in the fight of God. 
Theſe are examples, which it is wife in Preachers to 
follow, though it ſhould give pit: lt even N 
to their hearers. 

6. If it be the wifdom and ity of l Miniſters to. 
penetrate and impreſs the minds of their hearers, then 
they have no reaſon to complain of the moſt cloſe 

and 
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and pungent preaching. This is diſagreeable to hu- 


man nature, and people are very apt to complain of it. - 


Ahab king of Iſrael hated the plainneſs and pungen- 
cy of the prophet Micaiah. And he- ſpoke it out. 
“ hate him; for he doth not propheſy good con- 


cerning me, but evil.“ Nor was he alone in diſliking 


plain and pungent prophets. The people were of the 
fame diſpoſition, for which' God ſeverely reproves 
them by the mouth of Tfaiah; '* Gorwrite it before 
them in a table, and note it in a book, chat it may 
be for the time to come forever and ever: That 
this is a rebellious people, which ſay to the ſeers, See 
not; and to the prophets, Propheſy not unto us right 
things, ſpeak unto us ſmooth things, propheſy deceits.” 

Human nature is Ml the fathe, People now are diſ- 
poſed to find fault with Miniſters for being too plain 
and pointed in preaching, There is not, perhaps, a 


fingle' Congregation in this land, who are all willing 


to have the great and eſſential truths of the goſpel 
clearly explained to them, and ſtrongly impreſſed 
upon them. There are many, in moſt places, who 
will either leave their Miniſter, or cauſe their Min- 
iſter to leave them, rather than fuffer him to pene- 
trate and impreſs their minds by divine truth. Such 


flying from pungent to ſmooth Preachers is a dreadful 


thing. God repreſents it ſo in his on people. K 
wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the 
land: The prophets prophefy falſely, and the prieſts 
bear rule by their means; and my people love to have 


it fo.” If Miniſters are right, in preaching | r | 


and pungently, then people are certainly wrong, in 
complaining of i it. They act © Hoſt une Shalk as 


vell | 


— 


* =, 


IS. Ge po AGE nt CE AR WA + — 
—— 
— ** — 


= 


= 


0 a EET OO Ge I 
2 
* 


— 
* 
— — 


— —— — 


22 

well as ſinful part. Pungent preaching is for their 
on good, and they ought to defire it, and ſeek after 
it, It is their higheſt intereſt to have their Miniſter 
penetrate their hearts, and diſcover to them the true 
ſtate of their ſouls. They always deſire ſuch plain- 
neſs and fidelity in other men, whom they employ to 
promote their temporal good. They viſh their at- 
torney to examine their cauſe with care, diſcover 
every flaw, and tell them the plain, naked truth, 
And they heartily deſire their ſurgeon to probe their 
wounds to the bottom, and apply the moſt effeQual 
remedies, though ever ſo painful and diſtreſſing to 
endure. Why then ſhquld they complain of their 
Miniſter, for dealing plainly and faithfully with their 
fouls ? This is an abſurdity in its own. nature; an 
injury to their Miniſter ; and may be eternal deſtruc, 
tion to themſelves. 

7. If it ought to be the aim of the Miniſter to 
| penetrate and impreſs the minds of his hearers, then 
there is blame ſomewhere, if. their minds are not 
penetrated and impreſſed. Either the Miniſter does 
not aim to impreſs their minds, or they mean to re- 
fiſt the impreſſions of divine truth. But if the Miniſ- 
ter really means to impreſs the minds of his people, 
it will be very difficult for them not to feel the force 
of his preaching. 4 The words of the. wiſe are as 
goads.” This means, at leaſt, that the words of the 
wiſe Preacher, will generally penetrate and impreſs 
the mind. It is true, hearers may be ſo inattentive 
and ſtupid, as not to underſtand the great truths of 
the goſpel, when plainly and pungently delivered ; and 
in that wy their minds will not be penetrated and 

impreſſed. 
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impreſſed. But this rarely happens. A plain, pun- 
gent Preacher will ſcarcely ever fail of making ſen- 
fible impreſſions upon the minds of his people. The 
impreſſions, indeed, may be extremely different upon dif- 
ferent perſons. Some may feel pleaſed, and others dif. 
pleaſed. Some may feel happy, and others unhappy. 
Some may feel comforted, and others feel reproved 
and condemned. Some may feel theirhopes enlivened, 
and others feel their hopes totally deſtroyed. If fuch im- 
preſſions as theſe are not made upon the minds of hearers, 
it is generally owing to the want of pungent preaching. 
The blame, in the firſt inſtance, falls upon the Miniſter. 
And he muſt be exceedingly criminal to preach ſo as to 
ſooth and ſtupify, rather than to penetrate and impteſsthe 
minds of his people. But, on the other hand, the 
blame will fall on the hearers, if they remain ſtupid 
and unfeeling under plain and pungent preaching. 
This is a ſin, which expoſes thoſe, who are guilty of 
it, to the heavieſt condemnation. “ Behold, ye de- 
ſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh !” 

Let me now apply the thoughts which have been 
ſuggeſted, to him for whom they were principally 
deſigned. * 

DAR SIR, | | 

YOU are, this day, dedicating yourſelf to the ſa- 
ered and important work of preaching the goſpel. 
Preaching is to be your buſineſs. And the buſineſs 
of preaching is to penetrate and impreſs the minds 
of men, by the force, of divine truth. Make this, 
therefore, your ſupreme object in all your diſcourles. 
Never keep back any thing, which you verily believe 
will be profitable and penetrating, Shun not to ex- 

| | kibit, 
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hibit, and to apply the great truths of the goſpel to 
the minds of your people. Let their aim and deſire 
be what it may, in hearing; let it be your aim and 
deſire, in preaching, to faſten truth upon their con- 
ſciences. Spare no pains in preparing your diſcourſes, 
and neglect no proper method to make them pun- 
gent. The way is already paved for you. Your 
worthy and venerable Colleague has ſet you an ex- 
ample of great plainneſs and pungency in AY: 
And his ſucceſs enforces his example. 

You know, by your own experience, we truſt, 90 
natural ſtupidity, blindneſs, and obſtinacy of the hu- 
man heart. And you know, that the word of God 
is mighty to bow and ſubdue the hearts of men. This 
knowledge will both qualify and diſpoſe you to preach 
in the moſt plain and pungent manner. Nothing but 
a defire to pleaſe, or a fear to offend, can prevent 
your being a plain, penetrating, ſearching Preacher. 
But theſe powerful temptations to unfaithfulneſs, you 
muſt, you will conſtantly and obſtinately reſiſt. You 
come into the field in a favorable ſeaſon, when it 
ſeems to be white already to the harveſt. Be induſ- 
ric and faithful, and you may expect a rich har- 
veſt of ſouls, who ſhall be your joy here, and your 
rejoicing forever. 

ONE word to this numerous aſſembly will con- 


clude my diſcourſe. 

If the words of the wife and faithful Miniſters of 
Chriſt be ſo powerful and penetrating, as we have 
heard, how much more irreſiſtible and inſupportable 
will the words of Chriſt himſelf be, at the great and 


laſt day ? Then he will tell ſinners all that they ever 
heard, 


J * 


. 
Beard, as well as all they ever did in their lives. Then 
he will make them hear all the ſermons, which they 
had neglected to hear; and make them feel all the 
truths, which they had refuſed to feel. And then he 
will give divine truth ſuch an energy, as to penetrate 
and impreſs their guilty conſciences to all eternity. 
This will be a ſource of intolerable miſery. For, 
ce the keen vibrations of bright truth is hell.” Let 
all, therefore, who have hitherto reſiſted the preached 
goſpel, be entreated to hearken to it ſpeedily, while 
it may be a favor of life unto life to their ſouls. 
& Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of ſalvation.” The goſpel will, ſooner or 
later, penetrate the hearts of finners. If they reſiſt 
the force of it in time, they muſt feel the weight of it- 
in eternity. O that they were wiſe, that they un- 
derſtood this, that they would conſider their latter 
end '———— AMEN. 
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HE great Saviour, who is the head 
over all things to the Church, hav- 
ing, in his all governing providence, 
and, as we truſt, by his moſt gra- 
cious Spirit, called you, Sir, to 
| this part of his vineyard, and unit- 
ed you with this people in love ; and you being now 
ſolemnly introduced to the important work ofthe 
Gofpel Miniſtry, and ordained a Paſtor of this flock in 
particular ; we charge you, before God, and the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to be faithful, as is required of 
his ſtewards, in the execution of this ſacred office, 
and every part of it. | 
Preach the word; the word of God; the ſame * 
truths and doQrines, which Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
preached. Preach them plainly and fully. Shun 


not to declare the whole counſel of God, Preach” 
| them 
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them actively and urgently, as becomes their incon- 
Feivable i 1 nce, embracing all convenient oppor- 
tunities. nſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon; reprove, 
ke er with all long ſuffering and dottrine. 

Study to ſhew thyſelf approyed unto God, a work- 
man that needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth, In arder to this, give yourſelf to 
reading and meditation, that your profiting may ap- 
pear to all. Take heed to yourſelf, and to your doc- 
trine ; continue in them, that you may both fave 
yourſelf, and thoſe that hear you. 

We alſo charge you to be friendly and faithful to 
our Divine Maſter, to his Church, and to the intereſt 
of his kingdom, in reſpett of adminiſtering the ſeals 
of his covenant, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 
Teach the people of the Lord to diſcern between the 
holy and profane. Seek the purity, as well as the 
increaſe of the Church, which is God's building ; that, 
being fitly framed into Jeſus Chriſt, the chief corner 
ſtone, it may grow unto an holy temple in the Lord. 

That you may know how you ought to behave your- 
ſelf j in regard of diſcipline, in the houſe of God, 
which is the Church of the living God, learn of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, Take the overſight, not as being a 
Lord over God's heritage, but being an enſample to 
the flock. Obſerve theſe things, without preferring 
one before another, doing nothing by partiality. 
Thus endeavour to preſerve and promotę the peace, 
unity, and edification, of the body of Chriſt. 
Nov, therefore, be ſtrong in the grace that is in 
| Chriſt Jeſus. For this purpoſe, and that you may 


be throughly furniſhed to all good works, continue 
in 


29 
in prayer; interceding for all men. Pray with and 
for the people of your charge; not obly in publick, 
but alſo in private. Wait on the Loxd, and he ſhall 
ſtrengthen thy heart. And' bleſs the people, whom 
you may lead and teach, from time to time, in his 
name, who 1s the fountain of all grace and glory. 

Whenever you may be called to aſſiſt in ſeparat- 
ing one to the great work, on which you are now. 
entering, attend to his qualifications, eſpecially as to 
his moral character, and religious ſentiments. Lay 
hands ſuddenly on no man; but he things you have 
now received in truſt, commit to faithful men, who 
ſhall be able to teach others alſo. 

Be thou, Sir, an example of the believers, in con- 
verſation and charity, in faith and purity. Endure 
hardneſs, as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Fight the good fight of faith : Lay hold on eternal 
life, whereunto thou art alſo called. 

Dear brother, we give you charge, in the Goht of 
God, who quickeneth all things, and of Chriſt Je- 
ſus, who, before Pontius Pilate, witneſſed a good 
confeſſion, that you keep this commandment of the 
Lord, without ſpot, unrebukable, until the appear- 
ing of Jeſus Chriſt, who faith, Surely x. come e 
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OR this purpoſe the Son of God was 
manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the 
\ © works of the devil. Tefus Chriſt gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem 
5 nds us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works, To 
carry on, and bring into effect, the gracious deſign 
of the mediation of our Lord and Saviour, the Gof- 
pel Miniſtry was inſtituted, to be continued until time 
ſhall be no longer. This inſtitution of the great Head 
of the Church hath, under the agency of the Spirit, 


proved a moſt powerful mean of the converſion of 


ſinners, and of the edification of ſaints. 

All the regular Miniſters of our holy religion are, 
by their appointment- and ordination, joint laborers, 
ſet for the defence of the goſpel, and the promotion 
of the Redeemer's kingdom. It therefore behoves 
them to miniſter together, in the exerciſe of brother- 
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ly love and fellowſhip, commending themſelves, as a 
body and as individuals, to every manꝭ conſcience, in 
the ſight of God. By this ſhall all men know, that yc 
are my diſciples, ſaid Chriſt, to thoſe whom he firlt 
called to preach the goſpel, zf ye Rue love ne to an- 
oth. 9 

As an expreſſion of fraternal and 
tion, and as a pledge of equalitys1 
mutual aſſiſtance and communiong 
duced the ceremony of giving thearight hand, to thoſe 
whom they ordained to take pa with them in the 
miniſtry of ree@nciliation. Cephas, and John, 

gaveunto Paul and Baynabas the right hand of fellowſhip. 
This ſignificant and friendly rite is, with propriety, 
Rill obſerved, by all our ſiſter Churches. 

Accordingly, dear Sir, I do now, in the name and 
by the directionof the Eccleſiaſtical Council convened 
upon this occaſion, preſent you the right hand. By 
this ceremony, we acknowledge you as an Ambaſſa- 
dor of Chriſt, regularly inveſted with the ſame power, 
and entitled to the ſame: rig, with thoſe of us whom 
the Lord hath heretofore honored, by putting us into 
the miniſtry. And while we thus welcome you into 
this part of our Lord's vineyard, to labor, as a ſon 
with the father, with the aged Paſtor of this Church, 
who hath been ſo ready to ſpend, and hath now ſo 
nearly ſpent all his ſtrength, as their ſervant for Jeſus 
fake ; while we thus aſſure you, that we ſhall always 
be ready to encourage your heart, and to ſtrengthen 
your hands, in the orderly and exemplary” diſcharge 
of your duty ; you will not forget, that you, at the 
ime time, give unto us a token of the like kind;of- 
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fices, vhenevet opportunity may offer or occaſion 
require. 4 * of 

Difficulties and trials, greater or leſs, you will, doubt- 
leſs, experience, in the proſecution of the ſacred buſi- 
neſs before you. But let none of theſe things move 
you, neither count your {fe dear to your/elf, ſoghat 
you may finiſh yar courſe with joy, and the miniſtry 
which you have Tdgeived of the Lord Jeſus, to teſti- 
fy the goſpel of grace of. God, ME + 
" If you walk by faith and not by ſight ; if you be 
animated, by love God and love to man; if you 
in Jeſus; if the wiſdom of 
the ſerpent, and the barmleffheln f the dove, mark 
your publick proceedings and private ways; you 
may reſt aſſured, that the bleſſed Maſter, to whom 
you have, in ſo ſolemn a manner, devoted yourſelf, 
will never forſake you; for, to his faithful ſervants, 
he ſaith, Lo !. I am with you always. Let this thought, 
under all your fears and Cm] comfort 
your heart. | 

May the God of-mercy and grace blefs you ; may 
he make you a great and laſting bleſſing to the peo- 
ple of your charge ; and, at length, beſtow upon you 
a crown of glory, that ſhall never fade away. 

We congratulate the ſenior Paſtor, of this Church, 
upon the preſent joyful ſolemnity. 

Rev. Sir, having long ſtood in your lot, and watch- 
ed upon the walls of Zion in this place ; finding your- 
ſelf enfeebled by age, and viewing yourſelf upon the 
borders of eternity; naturally caring for your poſ- 
terity in the town, and being affectionately deſirous 
of the temporal, but eſpecially of the ſpiritual good 
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or all the pe over. whom the Hol Ghoſt made | 
you an overſeer, in their infant ſtate); your heart, 
doubtleſs, expands with joy upon this occafion. May 
your raiſed hopes be more than anſwered, by the 
bleſſing of heaven upon the important buſineſs, which, 
this day, led us ùp to the houſe of the Lord. While 
you feel yourſelf decreaſe, may you have the ſatis- 
faction to ſee your fellow-labourer increaſe. May 
he diligenily and faithfully worlFith you, in the 
exerciſe | of filial love and reſpe& to you, in return 
for your paternal love and condeſcenſion to him, un- 
til your ſuwſhall ſet, and you be called off from all 
your labours, in the vineyard of Chriſt : And may 
you, at the cloſe of life, have reaſon to rejoice, in full 
confidence, that this your ſon and fellow-ſervant in 
the miniſtry, will, with wiſdom and fidelity, water the 
good ſeed; which you have ſown, and build upon the 
evangelical foundation, which vou have laid in this 
place, after you ſhall have done with all things here 
below, and entered into the joy of one Lord * 
burn 1 

May your latter days be full of divine peate and 
conſolation 3 your approaching death be eaſy and 
Joyful ; and your eternal ſtate inconceivably glorious, 

We alſo congratulate the Church in this town, up- 
on ſeeing the man of their. choice ſet over them in 
the Lord, with ſo much harmony, as Colleague with 
their firſt Miniſter, who, from their ſmall beginnings, 
hath lived to ſee them ſo greatly incxeaſed. 

Dearly beloved, by the facred*ranfſattions of this 
day, the council here aſſembled, have recogniſed you 
as a true Church of Chriſt, according to the faith and 
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order of the offpel ; in which point of light, you ac- 
knowledged the Churches they repreſent, by aſking 
their fellowſhip and aſſiſtance. upon this ſolemn. occa- 
ſion. Thus haye we laid ourſelves under new bonds 


to promote the ſpiritual peace and proſperity of each 


other; and may neither of us ever forget theſe i im- 


portant obligations. 

We wiſh you long and great comfort in him, 
2 you have n received, as an aſcenſign giſt * 

;brift. 
| Brethren, pray for him. pray that, his bow may 
abide in ſtrength; and that lis arms may be made 
ſtrong, by the hands of the mighty God of ' Jacob. 
Pray that Eliſia may catch the falling mantle of Eli- 
Jah, and that a double portion of his ſpirit may be 
upon him. , 

Study to be fellow W with him to the truth; 
view him only as a man, a man of like paſſions with 
others; expett not too much from him; publiſh not 
Mis infirmities ; and let your profiting, under his min- 
iſtry, appear unto all men. | | 
Forſake not your ſenior Paſtor, becauſe he is old. 
Let not his gray hairs go down to the grave ſorrow- 
ing, on your account, or through your neglett. 

And may you be increaſed abundantly, with the in- 
creaſe of God; may you be the joy of both your 
teachers. now, and the ſeal of their united miniſtry, 
and the crowlv'of their mutual rejoicing, in the wy 
of the Lord * Larry 
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